TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP

ANTRIM COUNTY, MICHIGAN

MINUTES OF DECEMBER 12, 2006

PLANNING COMMISSION

TOWNSHIP HALL, EASTPORT, MICHIGAN

Present:  Gaskell, Colvin, Elbert, King, Scott, Parker and Thompson

Absent:  None

Others:  Sullivan, Briggs

Audience:  5

1. Meeting convened at 7:30 PM.  All present.

2. Motion by Thompson and seconded to accept minutes of November 14, 2006 as presented passed 7-0.  Motion by Parker to accept the minutes of November 28, 2006 with one spelling correction in item 4, #2, change “kike” to “like” was seconded and passed 7-0.

3. Tonight’s agenda was approved.

4. Communications.  Sullivan had nothing to report for December or January.  Parker took a moment to give an update on the new fire hall.  He spoke of the process, needs of the community and the desire to bring the project in with a budget of 1.5 million dollars.  The building plans may still change in appearance before the final plans are approved.  

5. Concerns of the Public.  There were none.

6. Site Plan Keith Smith Hangar.  Maryanne Jorgenson was present tonight to speak on behalf of Mr. Smith.  This is a revision to the original plans, which were approved in 2002, but construction did not begin before expiration.  This hangar will be almost identical to the one on lot 3.  The site plan was reviewed by the Commission and found to be complete.  Briggs mentioned that he had sent out agency review requests and had heard only from Soil Erosion.  In his memo, dated December 5, 2006, he states that he will contact Stan Dawson for the Fire Department review, which should be simple, as fire tanks are already in place at the airport.  There is a motion by Scott and seconded by Thompson to approve the amendment to the Site Plan of Keith Smith Hangar at Torch Port Air Park.  The Planning Commission finds it complies with all applicable standards from the zoning ordinance, section 18.07 A & B and is contingent upon the applicant receiving all necessary building permits.  Motion carries 7-0.

7. Hunting Preserves.  Sullivan has completed language and it is ready to be added to the definition section of the ordinance and in the Ag and Timber Districts.  He will have written copies at the January meeting and hopefully the Public Hearing will be set for February.

8.  Definition Review.  Scott, Elbert and Gaskell had handouts of their assigned definitions.  There was lengthy discussion of the various definitions, including funneling and docks.  Scott will take his handout and make revisions.  The others will be taken home for review and the PC should return with their comments at the next meeting. No action was taken at this time.

9. Concerns of the Commission.  1.  From Briggs, A-Ga-Ming is consulting with their attorneys regarding the Wedding Site and may appeal to ZBA.  Regarding the status of the Moratorium, there was no quorum at the County meeting, so they did nothing.  2.  Sullivan had handouts for the Commission regarding suggested Ordinance Amendments, dated December 12, 2006 for their review.  He believes it is pretty much good to go, with the exception of perhaps the English.  3.  It was mentioned that the Attorney in Grayling would charge between $1500 and $2000 to review the zoning ordinance.  There was no action taken at this time.  There will be no Special Meeting of the PC in December.

10. With no further business, the motion to adjourn at 10:12 PM passed 7-0.

These minutes are respectfully submitted and are subject to approval at the next regularly scheduled meeting.

Kathy S. Windiate

Recording Secretary

